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READER: 


Here are ſo many Paper Pyrates now 
abroad, that every wiſe Saylor will 
ſtand upon his Guard, and will not be 

laid aboard by every Hailer, leaſt he ſhould 
berifled ofthat Treaſure he ſails with. - 

But this our Ship isga ROYAL MER- 

CHANT, by which, if thou be a Skilful 

Trader, thou may i gain much. | 

- She comes from KING JAMES's 

Court , and in thoſe days ( as I have heard) 

there was plenty of Gold and Silver ; but ſhe 

. well fraught with that which is better than 
oth. * | 

The Merchant's Deſign in-Shipping ſo 
much T reaſure in one Veſſel, was to inrich the 
whole Court at once, and my Deſign in pub- 
liſhing this BILL of ber Lading is thy 

Gain notmy Trade; for I have none of thoſe 

Precious Jewels to ſell , but have had ſome of 

them freely given to me, and all of them are to 

be diſpoſed at the ſame Rate. Therefore if thou 
doeſt not ſeek for it thou art to blame. 
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She is like a Merchants Ship , fbe 
bringeth ber Food from far. © 


HI1S'Scripture, and ineffect; 
this whole Chapter, 1sa Scrip- 
ture written for Women; 

d and more peculiarly a Scrip-/ 

cure written in praiſc of Women; yetnot- 

_ gloſingly, to make themberter than they 
- , bur ſoberly and truly to ſhew them 

what they ſhould be > a Scripture, where- , 

in, as.inaGlaſs, arc (ct out to our view, : 

all the Perfetions and Ornaments, all the . 

Dignity, BEure, ang Duty of a Vertnous - 

Witc and Holy Woman. The Deyil atthe - 


firſt began lis Temptation by praiſing pf 
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Woman, -who-knavcth SE: A: 
herſclf?  Who-knowerloher -behies 
May thatliverh wwhber? Yeawhe kliow- | 
ah hes o. Val a&God abat Ender. 
Again ,}.If in this Deſcription, anything; 
SE * mught ſeem too much in praiſe, #Was-not. 
a Woman, but'a Man-that wrote ity: if 
any thing might ſecna.c00;burthsaſoms,, 
or-grievausan Precept;;: if was: nora Man; 
buta Woman thatimpoſed i it 5; erif -any; 
thing mightſcem eitherg0g much'or 190: 
little , or-otherwiſe-then Khonld: bez ic 
Was neither Maninor Weman! burGad 

that firſt directed it: -Aad thas in 
ſcription of-a Vertuous We jo Holy 
Woman (which 1 18 NOC 111 any offer Aus 
thor ;- nor. -yet-elſewhere-in,any-;part,of 
on xure) we have a Man, Wthay; yea 

d him(df, and: a}l our of one Mouth, 

peaking and conſpiring ; the that hath 

rs car, 'lcther hear. © 
., In'thetench-verſe of this Chapter 56: 
hoon makes Proclamation, Who ſball find 
a vertuons woman? Which) yet' importeth 
not (as St. Avgaſtine nioteth”).. Inveniende/ 
impoſſibilitatem , ſed difhcultetem; not.as- 


if to find a vertuous Woman were a:mat- 
a 


N. 


 e&r of impoſſibilicy , bur yet forall that'z 


band (I charge jou 0 Daitghters'of Fer 


' Beloved is White \and\Ru1ty, the thiefeſt of 
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thing of fome difficulty ;' and therefore he 
yeth her with her marks , -She will do 
her Hasband good and not evil ;" ſbe -riſeth 
while'it is'yet ight ; ſbe putteth her hands 
to the' Wheel; ſhe ftretcheth- out her hands 
to the Poor ; ſhe openeth ber mouth to Wiſ- 
dom, &e. Thus ſhewing ſometime what 
ke doth, ſometime whar ſhe1s, ſometime 
what :ſhe is worth, and ſometimes what 
ſhe'is like, 'as here;-She is like a Sbip.. 
: She is indecd, and yet ſhe ſcarce is; and 
therefore becauſe ſhe'1s'ſo ſcarce , 1t was 
necdful” to ſhew not *only what | ſhe is, 
but alfo whar ſhe 1s like: roo : for how 
ſhall he find/her, that never faw her, that 
never hadher; "thar ſcarce heardof her,' 
how ſhallhe find her bur by ſome-ſenſi- 
ble refemblaneeof her ? And thereforeas 
Cant. £. whentheChurch cried her Hus- 


falem' if you find 'my Well Beloved; SE. ) the 
deſcribed? hin by reſemblance; "My Well 
Ten thouſands, | bis Head is like" Gold, bis 
Fyes like Doues "bis Cheeks Tikes" a Bed of 
Spices: 1131s" Lips Bike Lillies!,” his' Logs 
BOY | like 
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like ' Pillars of "Marble Every thing-was 
like' fomething- So of the vertuous Wo-. 


manir 15ſaid here, that She is like a Ship; 


and Prov. 12.- She is like a Crown, and in 


the Cant. fometimes ike a Roſe fometimes 


like a Lille, ſometimes like a Garden of 


Flowers, ſometimes like a Spring of Wa- 
ters; ina word ſheis like to many things; 
bucas it 1sſaid, verſe 10. Pearls and Pre- 
cious Stones are not like to her. 

She is like 4 Ship (faith Solomon) and it 


may well be, for the World is like the 


Sea; for ſo faith St: John, *befarethe Throne 
there was a Sea of Glaſs, Rev. 4. and that 
was the World, tranſitory and brittle as 
Glaſs ; tunaultuous and troubleſome, like 
the Sea; wherein as the Wind-raiſethUp 
the Waves, and'one Wave wallows inthe 
neck of another ;'' ſo this troubleſome Life 
of * ours, begins In weeping, goes ON IN 
ſorrow, and the end of one woe, 1s but 
the entrance of ariother: ' O what time 
might a ran'ask to-fer down all the M- 
ſeries of this' Lite! the fear, the care, the 
anguiſh, that daily accompanicth the Bo- 
dy. and Soul of Man; thelabours and for- 
Cows certain, bags; uncercain, the 
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contentionsand pnquictneſsgf them that” 
live ara@ng Us/. «ay ti allauks.and as” 
poſitions of thenethathateus; bur cluctly 
the unfaithfulneſs and treachery of them 
that ſeemito love us: Againſitheſe Storms, 
to faye Men from drowning, did God or-. 
dain the Womanas a Ship upon the Sea, 
that as Noah maade an Ark, and by that 
Ark eſcaped the Flood {a Man by marry- 
ing with the Woman, might paſsthrough 
all the labours of this Lite : unto which 
doubtleſs God hadreſpect when he ſaid , 
It is not good, far man to be alone; let us 
make bim a belp meet for him, as much. as 
to ſay a Ship to ſave him. Therefore he 
which hath no Wife, may ſeem to be like 
Tons inthe Sea, left in the midſt of ami- 
{crable World, to fink or fwim, or ſhife 
for himſelf; but then comes a Wite likea 
Ship, and wafts him home: But ye muſt 
fall remember that. Solomon ſpeaketh here 
of a. good Wife, . as verje 19. Whoſball 
find awertuous Woman? For orherwile,itſhe 
which was: made tg . comfort in every 
ſtorm, be ſtormy and troubleſome. her 
{{1f, then isſhe nor like a Ship, bur likethe 
Sea; and .thento beſo ſhipt, it were better 
wh 7onas to be caſt into the Sea, But. 
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chants too, thanis ſhe the MERC HANT- 

ROPALO? GT mud OP IB» 
Again, As ſhc-islike a Ship, conſidered 
in herſelt, and in ker proper Verrucs, ſo 
is ſhe likewiſe being” compared with: her 
Owner too - She is like Ship indeed, for 
firſt, whoſoever marries, ventures; he ven- 
cureshis Eſtate- he ventures his Peace, he 
ventures his Liberty, 'yea many Men by 
| Marriage adventures their Souls coo : for 
which cauſe theIſraelireswere forbiddento 
match their Daughters with the Cana- 
anites, leſt they ſhould tarn them trom 
God to ſerve other Gods, Dext. 7. Which 
Solomon notwithſtanding did, and there- 
fore made (as ſome Men thought)a ſhrewd 
adycnture of his Soul ; and therefore (ec- 
' ven to prevent too much adventure like- 
wiſe) is Marriage compared to a Ship, 
which of all Artificial Creatures,is the moſt- 
deliberative; for ſhe ſails not bur by 
Sounding , leaſt by hex unheedineſs ſhe 
run her felt aground : In hke manner, ne1- 
ther Mannor Womanwall a: any time (if 
they be wiſe) reſolve cither of Marriage, 
or of any thing in Marriage, but upon 
the weightieſt Deliberation. -He1s er m= 
or. 


The Merchant Roydl. 
for the Image of a Fool, that ſaig, Villan: 
Emi,  &Cc. I have bought a Farm, and I muſt 
needs go out to ſee it ; for he ſhould have 
ſcen it-firſt , and'bought it after; as it is 
ſaid of the vertuous Woman here , She 
conſidereth a field and gets it, yerle 16. 
Thar is, ſhe thinks of 1t firſt, and makes 
her purchaſe after; and wheneither Man 
or Woman forget this 1n Marriage, they 
purchaſe joy cnough for the day of thar 
Marriage , and repentance enough for all 


ter, Fudg. 11. That ſLe went out to bewail 
the days of her Virginity ; but in truth man 

Mens Daughters may-go out my þ 
the days oftheir Marridge;- yea and many 
men too, look back to the fingle life, as 
the Ezyptians in the Red-Sea-looked back 
to the Land ; and ſothey are puniſhed with 
late-repentance, like thoſe fooliſh Mari: 
ners, As 27. who, becauſe they took 
not Counſel in the Baven, wereforced to 
adviſe upon a Wreck. And what is the 
cauſe of this? Lack of forecaſt, becauſe 
they ſound not firſt, Whetherit be firto 
Marry, or yct to Marry ; or whether he 


- Luk. 14.18, 


-the timeafter. Itis ſaid of Feptha's Daugh-- 


Exod. 14. 


be fic, or ſhe be fit; firin Degree , in Di- 
| ſpoſition, 
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ſpoſition, in Religion z and therefore as: 
FA 9, of OWINg , fo ſay; we. Of. 
Marrying ; Be not rasb with tby Mouth-: 
Bur ſound firſt , and fail after ;, that is de- 


- liberace firſt ,,and Marry attcr. _ 


Again ; She 1s ikea Ship, for her uni- 


'verſal uſe. - A Houſe 1s indeed to dwell in, 


but nat to travel in; bura Ship is both to 
trayel in, -and as it were todwell-in too; 
eo cat, and drink , and-fleep, and habour, 
and mcditate, and pray too; As 1tto be in 


aShip , were tobe inanother Earth, the 
*Water-world:: In like manner, a Man 
| hatva Friend for pleaſure, a Servant for 
: profit, and for. uſes to God-ward a Spiri- 


cual Inftructor too; buta Wite. icrves for 
alltheſe, that is for pleaſure, for profic, 
(and if ſhe be good) to briag her Husband 
to good too. 
Again , Of all theſe ſame Uter/ilia (1 


mean of Moycable Inſtruments ) a Ship 


is the hugeſt and thegreateſt, and yet com- 
manded { as ye ſee) by che Helm, or Stern, 
a ſmall piece of Wood: ; fo ought the: 
Wife (though a great. Commander in the 
Houſe.) yet to be turned and: ruled by a 
word of hexHusband. Solomon ſaith ;— 

G 


45 good remove a Houſe, as to-dilfwade, 


or wcanthem from their Wills) but like a 


Ship ; not like Vashtirhe Waite of Aſuerus, 
whom all the power of, the Kingdom 
could not move + - to-conte to her Hus- 
band, no not to the King himſelf; but 


ſhe muſt follow herHusband , as the Iſra- 


clites followed the Cloudy. Pillar in the 
Wilderneſs ; which when it ſtood , they 
ſtayed, and when'it went, they followed; 
and ſo muſt ſhe. - - - | —_ 

Laſtly, Leaſt any Man dote too nach 
uponthis Heavenly Shipiof-Earthly Joys, 
wemftilt remember, Thatas a Ship is nor 
aplaceof continual Habitation, buy only 
for Paſſage ; ſo is the Soctety,of the Wife, 
though comfortable and joyful tor the 
time, yet laſting only fora-time; a help 
to hold him up-andcomfort im, durmg 
this tranſitory, ſhort , and traublefome 
Pilgrimage ; but- then there 1s artather,, a 
happier, amore laſting Marriage withthe 
Lamb, whichnexher Departure, Divorce, 
nor Death can ſeparate: and-tor'this we 
muſt forſake Father,. Mother, . Wile, Chil- 
dren, Goods, Lands y&c.i forthisthe Li- 
ving 
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ving muſt refiounce; his/life 3 the King 
mult leave! his-Crown © the INE 
muſt leave his Bride, and the Bride muſt 
leave her Bed; becauſe for this the Saints 
do cry , Come Lord Feſus,' come quickly. = 
- "But as the Saying 15 inthe Schools , S7- 
militudo non cairrit quatuer pedibus, Many 
things may. be like, yet nothing like in all 
things. Theretorc though a Woman in 
many things be like a'Ship , yetin ſome 
things-ſhe muſt beunlike, and ſome qua- 
lities of aShip ſhe muſt nothave. As for 
Example; -one Ship may belong to many 
Merchants , and' one Merchant may: be 
Owner in many Ships; yet neither may 
one: Woman divide her love to many 
Men , nor one Man divide himſelf ro ma- 
ny Women; therefore Lamech {| pake with 
greatincongruny ,' yea it was like falſe La- 
un, wheſi'he faid', Hear ye Wives of La- 
mech, Gen.'4. 23- for Wives adinit no 
plurality; when they be conſtrued: with 
Stie:'Hnsband {- becauſe! Cas the Prophet 
faith ) 'chotigh God at the firſt had abun- 
dance of ſpirit', yet he made but one; Mal.2. 
but one Womb of one Rib; torthe help 
and comfort of '6nc Many 
Ry Second- 
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© Secondly, Of book Goods which 
Meri poſſeſs, being Mn ae cannor' be 
houſed ; a Man hath hop for his 
Wares, a Barn for his Corn , a Cheſt 
for tis Money, .and' a Houſe wherein co 
hide his:Head , but no' Caſe to cover a 


| Ship; burſo muſt not a Vertuous Wo- 


man be : for it is a Noteof the Unchaſte 
Woman , that: her feet cannot abide int 
her houſe; ' but now {be iz without , now in 
the fireet, and lies j Z wait at ever) corners 
REG her, 
ſceth her always ; gadding , that he may 
falute/her, as Men falute at''Sea/, Whi- 
ther are ye bound ? Bur Rachel and Le- 


sh are notcd to be in the Houſe , while 


Facob was abroad in the Field ; Gen. 31. 
Onely Dinah wasa Stragoler, andicr up 
failto ” Shickem, but ſhe came home wi 
ſhame, and made wag Age. | 

\, Thirdly , AShi __ $15 MOVe- 

- and carrie ee the Wind; but 
ſo' Prot not agood Woman be ; forof 
the ill Woman it is faid, Prov: s.' Her: 
paths' are moveable , thou canſt not knom. 
them. ' She is: inconftanc , by jr 4 
93; 
now 


_ 


*T'> I 
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now the obeys, 9001; --- : NE 
and kin Led and' unkind. 
wiv ca HP -buc by Guſts, 
thas all her goodncls "akes her. by fits, 
like the - good: days-of .an Aguc: and” 
whereas Rath ſhowed more goodnefs. at ' 
her later-end than at. her beginning ,an- 
il Wife ſhewetls more goodneſs .in one 
day of her begin, © than in ſcycn years 
of: her-lateer. end refore ſuch. muſt: 
remember what Solomon faith of the good. 


Woman here., She: gerdeth her loins with 


rength ;| that 1 is;. het Mind: with Stayed- 
nefs'and Gonttancy: {,VeEr,17.and-yer. 12. 


more plainly; \ She will do ber. Husband 


gobd and not euil all the" days. of ber Jife ;. 
IS 13, the is'as obedientand tractable af- 
ter Twenty: yeatseryal, ASQUETIR day of her 
Marviage. 

But of all Qualities, a Woman muſt. 
not vareng One Quakey of a Ship ;, and that 


13:t$0.tady Righing, | O-what. a won-: | 


ders 1 fon a Anp:; under fail, with: 
hen Tack _ her Maſts, and her. 


i and beat Galant; wich her Up- 


ICE Decks, and 
donike Stheamers, Hlags, 
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andEnvgris, and-bknowinet what; yea 
+Þur a . 


t a: World of wonders it 1s to';fcera . 
Woman createdinGods:Image, ſon 


Creato oft-times and deform - with her 
Sreich , her Spaniſh} and her Foolſh 


Faſhions, that he that made her ,, when 


he. looks upon her., ſhall hardly know 
her, with her Plumes, her Fans, and,.a 


- Silken Vizard , : with a Ruff like:a Sal , 
yea a Ruft hke a'Rainbow ; with a Fea- 
cher in her Cap , -like a Flag inher Top, 


cotell (Ithink) which way the Wand wall 


. blow: - Iſaiah madea profferinthe Thurd 
'of 'his Prophecy , toſert'out by .enume- 


ration the Shop. of theſe Vanities , their 
Bonnets , and:their Bracelets, 'and their 


. Tablets, their; Slippers; and their: Mut- 
flers; (their Vails; tha Wimples; and 
- their Criſping Pins ; of ſome” whereof, 


if one ſhould: ſay to me, as Philiplome- 
rime 'faidito the Eunuch , '' Underflgudeſft 
thou what. thou readeft? Acts Q, I might 
anſwer with the/Eunuch again, How car 
T without 'a Gui4? That 1s, unleſs ſome 
Genilewoman would comment 'on: the 


Fext. Bat 1/ajab-was then; -and we are. 
now ; "now that ook hath —” ; 
2 the. 
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:the :Text of Faſhions with the tume*, fo - 
:as what was then but a-Sh 
-increaſed to a. Ship | 
' what faith the Scriptures ? The Kings 
bes ky is al} Glorious within; Pſal. 45. 
And. 


, Is now 
of Vanities. But. 


as Ships whicharethe faireſt in ſhew, 
yet arc.not always the fitteſt for uſe , 


-ſo neither are. Women the more to be 
.eſteemed , but the more to be ſuſpet- 
.ed , for their fair Trappings. Yet we 
condemn not in greater Pcrſonages the 
Uſe of Ornaments ; yea we teach that 
' Silver , Silks., and Gold-, were created , 


not onely for the Neceflity , but alſofor 


the Ornament of the Saints: In theÞra- 


ice whereof, Rebeccah a Holy Woman, 


-is noted to haye received from Jſaac, a 
: Holy Man, even Earings, Abiliments , 


and Bracelets of Gold; Ger. 24. there- 
fore this itis we teach tor Rules of Chrt- 


Kian Sobriety , Thatif a Womanexcced 
-neither Decency. in Faſhion, ner the Li- 
-taits of her State and Degree, and thac 


ſhe be proud of nothing, weſce no rea- 
ſon but ſhe may wear any thing. 
Ic followeth. She is like a Ship , but 


| what Ship? A'Ship of Merchants: No 


doubt 
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doubr,.a great Commendation for the 
Kingdom 'of Heaven is like a Merchant; 


Mat. 13. and Merchants have been Prin- 


” 


ces; Iſa. 23. and Princes are Gods; . Pſal. 
82. The Merchant is of allmen moſtla- 
borious for his life , the moſt adyentu- 


rous in his labour , the moſt peaceable + 


upon the Sca,; the moſt profitable to the 


Land: yea the Merchant is the Combi: 
nation and Union of Lands and Coun» 


_ - ereys. - She is like a Ship of Merchants; 


chereforc -firſt ro be. reckoned (asye ſee) 
among the Laity ; not like a Fiſher-mans | 


\ Boat , not like St. Peter's Ship ;. for. 


Chriſt did call no She-Apoſtles. Indeed 
it is commendable-in a Woman, when 
ſhe 1s.able by -her Wiſdom to: inſtru 
her Children, and to give at oppo - 

and ; 


nities good Counſel to her Hus 


but when Women ſhall rake upon them 
( as many have done) to build Churches, 


and to chalk out Diſcipline for the 


Church , this .is neither commendable 
nor tollerable ; for her hands (faith Solo- 
mon) miſt handle the Spindle : ver. 19: 
the Spindle, or the Cradle, but neither 


che Altar,”northe Temple: for Sr. Fobz 
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commeh{letheyen'tothe Elett Lady, not: 
ſo'muthher talking, as*her walking" 
 theCommandements;-2Fohz 5. 6. there- 
foreto ſuch Preaching Women may be 
anſwered, as St. Bernart fornctime. an- 
{wered the Tmage of the Blefſed Virgin, 
at the Great Church at Sprre'1n Germany : 
Bernard was no ſooner come into: the 
Church - but the Image ſtrait ſalured 
him; and bad him , Good Morrow Bernard. 
Wherecat' Bernard well-knowing the Jug- 
oling of the Friers , made anfwer again 
our of St. PauF, 0 ( fanh he) your Lady- 
[Pip hath forgonyour ſelf, Tt is not lawful for 
Women to ſpeak. inthe Church. ; 8 
Again, The Merchant 1s a profitable 
Ship, to'teach 'a Wite in alt chings to 
endeavour her Husbands profit : But ma- 
ny Women are likeWarer-Pageants, made 
onely forShew ; like Pictures 1n aTable, 
good for nothing but to pleaſe the Eye ; 
no longer to be liked thian they be logk- 
ed on: yea fo unprofttable and diffolute 
in the Houſe, as no Man would think 
themto be Wives; bur tar at Meals he 


finds” 


. 


them fſicting acthe Up;cr End of 


"Fable : Whereas of the Good Wite. 
Es IC. 


# 


Good. and not Futl : ver. 12: 


Sup, and ſhe: muſt be a pairful Wifey 
not like ai; Running Pinnace, to. ſcoure 
from Coaſt to. Conlt , from Houſe to- 


Houſe, as many Athenian Women do, 
who. give themſelves. co nothing , but, 


idly,and wantonly to hear and tell News; 


for hethac hath-ſach a Wife, may think 


hinafelf ' married to an-- Intelligencer; 


whereas St. Paul adviſeth ſuch Buſic-bo-. 


dies to govyern'their own Houſes: 1 Tin. 
_ 5. . a5: it intermeddling, with: echer-Mens, 
did makethem idle in their own. ts 
Again, Being like a Merchants Ship, 
That is, He being the Merchant, and 
ſhe the Ship , ſhe 'muſt needs conclude 
ſhe was 'made-for him ; and therefore a 
Ship of Traffick ro inrich him , butnota 
Pirate toſpoiland rob bim.. To ſpoiland 


rob? Asita Woman cquld:rob her Hus- 


band'? Incced- it hath ott been held-a 
Queſtion! diſputable', though I indeed 


have liccle mind;co diſpute ut ,_ yer Ihear 


what is ſaid to that puxpgſe:irom the 
mouth of Epe; We edt of the fruir of the 


rees 
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ic.s. fajd herc., She will do her Hushond- 


Frees-of the Garden , Gen. 3: We, there-- 
fore ſhe puts 1n herſelf, and ſhe ears ofrhe- 
Trees definitely ; rherefore of all the 
Trecs1n the Garden : and therefore all 
was hers-as well as- Adams , andthe Wo-: 
mans-in right as well as the Mans. To 
which Ianſwer; That all is hers in parti- 
 cipation to uſe, but-AYams onely m dul- 
erection to diſpoſe; whuch'appeareth by 
two Reaſons:- Firſt, Becauſe the Beafts 
were named by 47am, and not by Eve; 
'and to-name-18 a Note of Dominion and 
Authority-; as wherr Joſeph became Pha- 
ra0h's- Servant, and Danze/ a Captive to 
the Chaldeans, they received from thenx 
other Names ; and wen our Bapriſme re- 
ccive our Names, to acknowledge that 
we belong in-right to Chnſt. Secondly, 
The whole World was given to Adam be- 
fore Eve was made ; fo as hers was but an 
After-Right and it ſhe hath any Tenure 
at all; ſhe holds i7Capite: and ſhe hach 
no Tile but by -her Husband. She there- 
fore that uſurpeth abſoluce Authority un 
the Houſe, is no Merchant, bur a Pirate. 
tothe Merchant. , - '- | 
Laſtly-, She .is like a Merchants oe 
| at. 
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that is, A Friendly Fellow and Peaceable- 
Companion-to hin, but:not a Marr of 
War to Contend with him : .For. he that. 
made her, never built her for Baccle ſure; 
ſhe was built for Peace, and not for War, 
for Merchants weep: to think of War; 
therefore ſhe muſt not tor every angry. 
word of her Husband, betake herſelf into 
the Gun-roomſtraight, and there to thun- 
der, to charge and diſcharge upon him 
with broad words, -or-as Marriners fay at 
Sea, to.turn the Broad-{ide, like Zippo- 
rah the Wite of Moſes ; to rail upon him, 
T hou art indeed a bloody Husband, Exod. 
4. Thisis no Ship of Merchants, this is the 


 Spate, I think; and therefore no maryel, 


if many Men thus ſhipt, do wiſh them- 
{elves a-ſhore, and that. untimely. death 
might take ſucha Wife iora Prize. When 
Eltezer went a Wooing for Iſaac, his Ma- 


ſters Son , the Tryal by which he pro- 


poſed to prove a fit Wife for.Tſaac, was 
this, 7 hat if(faith he) when. 1 ſay to a Matd, 
Give me drink, , ſhe fay again, Drink, and 1 
mii give thy Camels alſo; ſhe withour more 
ado ihould be a Wiic for Iſaac, Gen. 24. 
That is, (as Theodoret expounderhat) if ſhe 

| w WEre 
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were Gentle; nothiketthat Woman, Fob 4: 
ChnKiasked; her: Warer:, and ſhe called' 
him Fw :. How is.it. that thou a Few, askeſt 
IWater of me a'Samariten? For though there: 
bemany finsmedeat ro: Women (as there 
be: (coſpeak imparnally) as many co Men) 
yet no Vice in a Woman fo unwomanly 
as this ; yetif Adam had been turious, the 
matter had been leſs, for he was made of 
Earth ,:che:Mother of Iron and Steel., che. 
Murthering Metals; burtthe Woman, ſhe 
that was made of ſarender Metal, to be+ 
come ſo terrible , the weaker Veſſel: fo- 
ſtrong 11 patſion ; ;yca to:Jook fo fair, and 
ſpeak fo toul, what a contrariety 1s this? 
There was great reafon ſure, to compare 
agood Woman toa Snail, nor onely for 
her ſilence and: continual: keeping-of her 
Houſe, but alſo for a certain commenda- 
ble ttmerouſnefs of her Nature, which at 
 thelcaftſhaking of the Airſhrinks backin- 
to her Shell ; and ſo ought the/Wife to do, 
if ker Husband but ſpeak , ro play all-hide, 
and-under Hatches, and to pur our a Flag 
of 'Truce, as Abig::il did tro David, and to . 
fay. to her Husband, . as.Rachel to her Fa-.. 
ther ; Let wot my Lord. be angry: Gen. 3Ii-. 


Like - 


Like a Tilly umang T horas: ( auth Sulomon ) 
fo:is my Love:among the Daughters ; Cant, 
2. Like a Lally: Firſt,” Not hke. a Nettle! 
Again, Like a:Lilly among Thorns, :as 
ſhewing/patience ur'the forcft provocatt 
On. Sarah indecd-was peaccables andſo 
WCEre Many MOre, yet ow praiſe was leſs, 
inas much as they had'meck Husbands;for 


| ſhe 56a Monſter, chat hverh-not 'meckly 


with a 'meck Husband':: Bur ſhe: that 18 
yoak'd with a Nabal, aChurle, a Fool,” as 
Abigail was, and bearsthat patiently, ſhe 
may ſay with. Deborah in the Fifth 'of 
Juages , O my ſoul thou' haſt marched" wali- 
antly : And there thall-more true Honour 
grow to you-by ſuch patience ;-thanif 
Souldier-hike ye: did prevail by fury and 
violence; and the worſe your'Husbands 
be , the more ſhall your Vertue ſhine, 


which in Affliction ſhineth moſt, likeStars' 


rwinck}ing im the Night: andit it begrie- 
vous to find / matter of patience , tizere 
where ye look'd for comfort and prote- 
ction , yet it ſhall have in the end a Re- 
ward, and in the Interim a {ingular Ad- 
miration-; and as Mary faith of her fclt, 
All Generations ſhall _ (uch Blefed. wy” 
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(:Trfollowerh in the Text ;: She brinper# 
ter Food from-afar : As ye haveheard'whar. 
ſhe:1s like, Ao now likewiſe what ſhe-dothy 
for being is known:by doing, /as the Tree 
1s known by the Fruit: Alas 1t is a ftnall 
thing; yea 1t-is nothing; tobe like; for 
Copper oft-runes 1s.hke you Com, and 
the- Devil is hke an Angel of Light; and if 
Evil Women werenothke tomany things, 
which 1ndeed:'they. are-not ,. they could 
not deceive ſo many 'as they do : 'There- 
fore the next:thingi1s to conſider what ſhe 
dothi;':She brangeth/ber Food fromafar. She 
bringeth: Firſt, Therefore deſcribed facie 
adverſa , non averſa'; with her face, not. 
withcher back toward ; for -when.a Ship 
e&lvforch,, every Man. murmureth, for. 

- "74 it-:carrieth ;./ the Merchant himſelf 
feareth;,  Jeaſtirmauſcarry'; but; when it re- 
'turneth,, there 1s joy for.that 1t bringeth. 
And where Solomon taith , She bringeth, he: 
meageth notthat ſhe bringeth in-with her, 
as if :a :Wite were: to: be choſen by her 
Dowry ; tor the worſt Wiyes have many. 
tunes the beſt Portions , and the beſt 
Wives.(ſuchas Ether was )) have oft-times; 
none at. all. . Indeed: the-manner of the 
t : © t World 


The: Merchant Royal, 
World is riow, to ſeck Wiyes, as Fudas 
betrayed Chriſt, with a ans dabis? 
Whar will you give ? And 1t the Father 


chance to ſay with Peter, Aurum © Argen- 


tumnon eft mibi, T have neither Gold nor 
Silver; let her then be as obedient as Sa- 
rah, as devoutas Ama, as Vertuoiis as 
the Virgin Mary, yet all this is nothing, 
Quarenda pecunia p_ et. Other chings 
may mend it, bur Money' makes 'the 
Match. Therefore this was not it which 
Solomon means by bringing: For a good 
Wife, though ſhe bring in nothing with 
her , yettarough her wifdome and dih- 
gence, great chings come in by her; ſhe 
brings in with herhands; for, She putteth 
ber hands to the Wheel (ſaith Solomon) verſe: 
19: and indeed if her Work do not coun- 
tervail- her Meat , then 1s every finger of 
her iland hke a Thief in the Houſe. A- 
gain, It ſhe betoo high to ſtain her hands: 
with bodily labour, yerſhe bringeth in 
with her Eye, for, She overſeeth the ways 
of her Houſbold (faith Solomon) and eatcrh' 
notre Bread of 1dlexeſs, yerſe 27.- Again, 
She bringerh in by her Frugality?, for ſhe 
holdeth ira pownt-of Conſcience, neither- 
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to fare -more daintly;, , nor to. attire her 
ſclfmore trimly, than may ſtand with her 
HusbandsState: Forit ſhewaſte morethan 
ſhebring in, and her Victualing amount 


'to more than her whole Voyage, - that 
Merchant wasill adviſed that /Mann'd her 
forth; and.it had been good for him 
-to have been alone. --Bur as the ſaying is, 


That many Men marry their Executors , 
ſoit iscruc likewiſe , that mary Men mar- 
ry their Executioners : And as the fin of 
Adam began at Eve, ſotiielumand Con- 
fuſion, the Extoruon, Oppreſiion, Grip- 
ing of Tenants, yca- and Sacriledge of 


many Men, beginneth at the Pride of the 


Woman; for now every Lady of the la- 
teſt Edition, if her Husband have: bribed 
out but an endof anO fiice, yerſheRe- 


'vels and plays Rex , and ſhe muſt haye 


her Coach, though burtocroſs from the 


' Church-Stile, to the Church Porch : And 
' Whereas thoſe Kraclithh Women, Exod. 


38. whenthe Inſtruments of the Taberna- 
cle were to be made , gaycin their Deyo- 


ion, their yery Looking-Glaſles towards 


it; yetnow the forbidden Apple is pulled, 
the Churchys robbedand ſpolled;a —_ 
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will ſcarce paſs away a poor Parlonage ) 
S; 


but with a reſervation of his own. T1 

and all tomaintain French Hoods, Lawns, 
_ andLooking-glafles : Whereas of the Ver- 
taous Wite 1t 1s faid, ver. 11. 7hat her 
Husband ſha!l have no need of ſpoil. 

But what bringeth ſhe in? She 'brings 
in Food, 1n which word Solomon Winks... 
her out a Houſe-work, as ſheisa Houſe- 
wife, and the Work aſhgned, is the Feed- 
ing of the Houſhold ; for we read that 
Abraham tetched a Calf from the Field , 
but Sarah had her charge to dreſs it-in 
tho Tent, Ger. 18. And Solomon: telleth 
the people, , That rheir King (when they 


had him) would take northeir Sons, but 


their Daughters ; and make them Cooks 
and Bakers, 1 Sam. 18. and in the 15th 
verſe of this Chapter , it 1s ſaid directly, 
That, She giverh rhe Portion to her Houſhold, 


and the ordinary to her Maids. But'that - 
which we read Food, ſome tranſlate it. 


Bread ; ſhe bringeth her Bread, and it may 
well be, for Bread is the Staff of Life, and 
when like Merchants wehave run round 
about the World , to ferch in! the Riches 
of eycry Countrey, yet all is but to gy” 
tne 
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The Merchant Royal. 
the back, and'Feed the Belly : T herefore, 
having Food and Rdiment(faith St. Paul) let 
5 therewith be content, 1 Tina. 6. | 

Again , As heis notthe beſt Merchant 
to the Common-wealth, which bringeth 
in Toys and Trifles ; but he which bring- 
eth in ſuch things as beſt may ſerve ne- 
ceſſity ; ſo neither 1s ſhealways the beſt - - 
Wite which 1s moſt adorned with Tricks 
and Qualities, 'but ſhe that endeavoureth 
moſt, to that 'which 1s moſt neceſlary. 
AndIthink ſurely, that Bread 1s expreſly 
named here, as to frame her whole Con- 
verſation , ſo chiefly, her Mouth with So- 
briety :- For many Women are 1n-the 
mind of the Iſraelites in Egypt , Manna 
15no Meat for them, bur they muſt-have 
Quails, *and all muft be dainty (though 
to the undoing of all) like Eze the Wite 
of Adam , % hom of all the Trees:n Para- 
diſe , none-mught ſerye , but that which 
was the bane of her Husband; and the 
leſs: they 'wanr , the more wanton and 
dainty mouthed they be. Now ſure, if 

Cyrus had nad ſucha Wife, hemuſt needs 

have worſtipp'd her ; for hehad no other 

Reaſonto worſnip the Idol Bell, -but one- 


ly 
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The Merchint Roya. 
ly, becauſe1t ſpent hum ſomany Sheep, ſo * 
many Meaſures of Flower, and ſo many 
Pots of Wineevery day ; but every Meat 
was not made for every Mouth , onely 
Bread was made for all ; and neither Man 
nor Woman have. Warrant to ask for 
more, than for their Daily Bread. 

But what meaneth Solomon by that from 
afar ? Sure not to anſwer that which 1s 
proverbially faid , That far fetch'd and 
dear bought 1s fitteſt for Ladics; as now- 
a-days what growethat home, is baſe and 
homely ; and what every one eats is Meat 
for Dogs , and we muſt have Bread from 
one Countrey , and Drink fromanother 
and we muſt haye Mcat from Spain, and 
Sauce out of Italy; and if we wear any 
thing, 1t muſt be pure Venetian, Roman, 
or Barbarian ; but the Faſhion of all muſt 


be French. And as Sereca 1laith in another 


Caſe , Vitti victoribus Leges dederunt , We 
ove them the foil, and yet they muſt give 
us the Faſhion. Therefore this was not So- 
lomon's meaning , bur from afar , either 
hath reſpect to thetime ; A Jonginquo tem- 
pore , as it ſcemeth to be expounded in the 
yery next words,, .Shgriſeth while it is yet 

E- night, 
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niobt, and giveth the portion to her Houſbold,” 
&c. He doth not ſay ſhe meetethit at the 
Doors ſhe that riſeth to Dinner, and then 
thinks her days work halt done; and for e- 
very fit of an [dle Feyer betakes her ſtrait 
to her Cabin again; and if her Finger but. 
ake , ſhe muſt have one ſtand by to feed 
her with a Spoon. This 1s no Ship of Mer- 
chants, this is the Mary-Styz ; but She 
bringeth it from afar ; that 1s, She taketh 
care of it , and diſpoſeth of it fromthe firſt, 
=_ and before the firſt hand that tonch-. 
cth it. | 

Or elſe I take this from afar , to be far- 
ther yet, eyen ab u/timis Nature ; from the 
frft and fartheſt-Principles of Nature; As 
for Example, ſhe will have Bread,ſhe muſt 
notalways buy it, but ſhe muſt ſow it, and 
reap it, and grind it, and as Sarah did, Gen. 
18. She muſt knead it, and make it into Bread. 
Or if ſhe will have Cloth, ſhe muſt nor al- 
ways run to the Shop, or tothe Skore, bat 
the begins at the Seed, ſhe carrieth her Seed 
tothe Ground, from oft the Ground ſhe 
oathereth Flax, of her Flax ſhe ſpinneth a 
Threed, of her Threed ſhe weaverh Cloth, 
and. ſo ſhe comes by her Coat; the very: 

Ab words 


words of Solowon ,' ver. 13. She ſeeheth 


Wooll and Flax, and laboureth cheerfully 


with her hands. RY 
Or elſe I take this from afar , to be 
farther yet, even fromthe Gates of Hea- 
ven; from whence by her Deyotion and 
Godly Converſation, ſhe draweth down 
the Bleſſings of God upon her Houſe. The 
Barren Rachel prayed, and ſo did Amma 
too, and by their Prayers obtained Chul- 
dren of the Lord. Now ſure, ifthe Prayer 
of a Vertuous Woman were ſo powertul, 
asagain{t the: Courſe of Nature to derive 
and tetch Children from a Barren Womb, 
how much. more ſhall it command the 
meaner Bleſſings on the Houſe ? And 
therefore asa Wicked Woman is a Sea of 
Evils, ſoa VertuousWomanis a Heaven 
of Beauty , and there 1s-none ſo fair as ſhe 
that feareth God : Nay what ſpeak we of 
Beauty ? For Favour is deceitful, and Beauty 
is Vanity, ver. 30. oftheChapter , andas 
che Painting of a Ship by Weather and by 
Wateris waſht away, ſo ſhall all Carnal 
Beauty by Sorrow, Age, and Sickneſs, c- 


ven wither, and waſte into Wrinkles but, ' 


She that feareth the Lord ( ſaith Solomon 


2 ſhe 
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zhe shallbe praiſed. Praiſed? Yea honours 
ed, andadmired ; -theStars in the Night, 
che Sun at Noonday , ſhall not ſhine ſo 
bright as ſhe: For hethar- goes by-herdoor 
hal point ather, and he that .dwells by 
her ſhall envy him thar hach her; and cye- 
ry man ſhall ſay , Bleflcd be-he thar made 
her, Happy is he that m_ her, Renown- 
ed 15 ſhe that bare her, but moſt Happy, 
Renowned,-and Rich, is he.that hath her: 
And as evennow, ſolfay again, AllGene- 
rations shall call ſuch Bleſſed. 

. Wellto-make uſe of this nſeveral kinds; 
I- moſt humbly 'beſcech your Majeſty , 
Firſt to admit of a particular Application 
toyour ſelf: It is ſaid, Mar. 12. That the 
Queen of the. South came. to hear the 
Wiſdom of So/omon , but we may ſay con- 
yerſively-and truly. , That the Wiſdom 
of Solomon is cometothe King of theNorth: 
For your Majeſty is to us indeed a Royal 
Merchant, not only for the Union of Ho- 
ly Marriage which yokes and couples one 
Sex with another, but as. Merchants do 
by intercourſe of Traffick , for Knitting 


' and Combining one Kingdom with ano- 


ther. And Iwillnot fay it 1s Kingly , but 
| Diyane }. 


Divine and Heavenly to Unite into One things of 
divided Nature : For thus did God Create the 
World ; Firſt, He made things, and then he 
mateh'd them ; firſt he Created , and then. he. 
Coupled them; of Man and Woman he made one.in- 
Marriage,of Body and Soul he made one Man, of Sea 
and Land he made one Earth,of Heaven and Earth 
he made one World;but then came the Devil upon. 
the Stage, and his part: was again to divide what 
God had united ; firſt Man from God , then Man 
from Man, and that diverſly ; fisſt in the very 
Bond of Blood and Kindred, Cain from Abel, - the; 
Brother from the Brother , then diſtinguiſh'd by. 
Religions, the Sons of God, and the Daughters of. 
Men ; then diſperſed by their ſeveral Habitations, 
the [{]es of the Gentiles, and the Tents of Shews ; 
and then diſtracted and torn into divers King- 
doms , the Kingdom of Fuda<-, and the King- 
dom of Tſrae/: Therefore doubtleſs a Glorious 
Work it were of Judah and Iſrael again to make 
one Kingdom-:.- For if it be ſo gracious in Gods 
Eyes todo Right and Juſtice to a Stranger, how 
much -more to-love -a Stranger ; but.moſt of all 
to-take away-the Name of a Stranger ? The Kin 
of Kings be Pilot of your Ship , yea Thrice Blef- 
ſed -and Happy be your Majefties Endeavours 
therein. | 

LaJies and Gentlewomen,lI beſeech you miſtake 
me not , and impute no partiality to me. If I 
have ſaid any thing ſharply, yer know. that { have 
ſaid nothing againit the Good, but all againſt E- 
vil Women ; yea nothing againſt the Sex, but all 
againſt the Sins of Women : To which if any re- 


ply, And why. not (1 pray Jas well againſt . the 
ins. 
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Sins of Men ? I Anſwer , That he that impoſeth 
ſo much upon the Weaker Vellel ; importeth 
much more to the Stronger. There is a Duty re- 
quired of the Parents to the Child, as well as of 
the Child to the Parents ; yet the Law ſpeaketh 
exprelly to the Child, Honour thy Father and Mo« 
ther,but nothing;to the Parents, that they being in 
Order of Nature;and in Wiſdom ſuperiour, might 
ſuſpe& their duty to be Written in themſelves. 

Again, Right Honourable in both Sexes ; The 
Cauſe of this Meeting, the Joy of thisday,yea the 
Myſtery and little Image of this great intended Ul- 
nion,let me be bold (Ibeſeech you interms of Mo. 
make Application to you. You are here met to 
be match'd , that is , tobe married ; and Marri- 
age (as the Apoſtle ſaith) is honourable io all, but 
Thrice honourable in'you. Firſt , Honourable in 
the Inſtitution, as in all other. Secondly, In your 
Perſonages, being: Honourable above other. But 
Thirdly, In your Countries the-moſt Honoura, 
bleof all other: For ſimply to Marry, joyns Sex 
and Sex,to marry at home joyns Houſe and Houſe, 
but your Marriage joyneth Land and Land,FEarth 
and Earth ; onely Chriſt. goes beyond it , Who 
joyns Heaven and Earth. 

Therefore , Firſt to you the Honourable Mer- 
chant of this Honourable Ship , you have heard 
what is ſaid , That Marriage 1s a ſore Adventure, 
and therefore as Mariners upon the Sea in the Day 
time look up to the Sun , and in the Night to the 
Pole-ſtar; ſo look you up day and night to God, 
and God ſhall give you good Shipping therein. A 
Married'Man (they ſay) hath the Charge of Three 
Commonwealths ; for he is a Husband of a Wife, 
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2 Father of Children, and a Mafter of Servants : 
and he hath daily need of God who ſhouldguid all 
theſe. Therefore, Firſt love God;and to prove that 
Love, love alſo Her whom God hath given you ; 
for, if ( as St. Zohn ſaith) He thai lowveth not bs 
brother, &c. how much more he that loveth not 
his Wife, whom he daily ſeeth, how /hall he love 
God whom be zeUr (aw? And indeed there is no 
Religion or Goodneſs in that Man, that lovefh not 
a faithful and loyal Wife. And fay not you love, 
unleſs you love to the end ; for, Much Water can= 
not quench L ove ; Cant. 8. for, Love endureth all 
things, believeth all things , and ſuffereth all 
things. Therefore if there grow by the Wife any 
Cauſe of Grief, yet you muſt remember ſhe is the 
weaker Veſlel ; God therein exerciſeth your Wiſe 
dome in Reforming, andyour Patience, in bear-- 
ing it ; and with whom will a Man bear, if not- 
with his own Wife? If at any time you have. oc- 
caſion to exerciſe your Authortty, yet you muſt 
remember, it 1s Authority tempered with Equali-- 
ty ; thc Wife is therefore to te governed with 
Love, not overuled by Tyranny ; and let all 
Husbands know this for a Rule in all things, That 
the Wife ſhall much better do-her Duty to her 
Husband-, when the Husband doth his own Du- 
ty in Example before. | 
And let me ſpeak one word to you this Honour- .,,....... . 

ahle Ship ; you are turned by Gods Providence ;,; 4 Hick.” 
into the right of Merchant Stranger , yet herein. - 
happy, that you need not as Pharaohs Daughter, 
to forget either your own People, or your Fathers 
Houſe. - All the time of your Life you have been 
gathering for this day ; therefore learn to _ 
| iſe 
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iſe now, what you learned before ; that is, to 
Honour, to Love, and to Obey, and then atTaſt 
you ſhall come to Rule : For a good Wife by o- 
beying her Husband, rules him ; but ſhe that 'o- 
beyeth not-is like the Conſpiracy of Corah againſt 
Moſes and Aaroy. Beſides remember your Badge 
isnot of that Ship, As 28. not Caftor and Pol- 
lux , for I find neither Superſtition or Idolatry in 
any part of your Famiiy , but find among other 
things a: Sheaf of Wheat, and a Handful of Wheat 
advanced upon your Sterne, therefore doubtleſs 
it will berexpeted that Plenty, Peace, and Proſ- 
perity come 1n with you. I might refer you for Pat- 
terns of true Vertue , as St. Pani ſometimes re- 
ferred Timothy to Los and Enunica, a Grand-mo- 
ther and a Mother : and indeed this Chapter of 
Solomon is Intituled, The Prophecy or Leſſon which 
hs Mother taught him: And if you remember 
" the many Good Leſſons, your Mother have taught 
* you, then ſhall I needto fay no more, then ſhall 
| you be like Rachel and Leah, which Twain did 

build up the Houſe of 1/-2e/ : Then ſhall you 'be 

a Ship indeed, for you ſhalbbring your ſelf and. 
your Husband to the Haven, even to that which 

Seamen call Promontorium Bong Sper, the Hill or 

Haven cf Good Rope, that' is to Heaven; and 

when this Marriage is diffſolved, you ſhall Marry 

at laſt with the Lamb. In the mean time, do 

Worthily in Ephratah, and be Famous in Brits 

tain, live to a Hundred, grow into Thouſants, 

and your Seed poſleſs the Gate of his E Temy 
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